When God Leads You in a New Direction
God, just tell me - week 4
Over the last three weeks, we have been exploring the question, “What is God’s will for my life?” in this sermon series titled God, Just Tell Me!
It would be a safe bet to say that most Christians have probably prayed, or perhaps even yelled out, “God, just tell me! Tell me what my next move should be. Tell me what I should study. Tell me when I should retire. Tell me what your plan is for me, God!”
Over the last three weeks, we have looked at how God’s ultimate purposes cannot be defeated. He has one great plan that all creation is moving towards. His ultimate will cannot be changed.
Paul writes in Ephesians 1:4–5, “Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.”
God’s greatest purpose is accomplished through Jesus Christ.
Jesus came into our broken world. He lived, died and rose again. And through Christ, God has accomplished our salvation. Nothing—not our sin, not our failures, not our circumstances—can undo what Christ has accomplished.
We also looked at how God has revealed his will for how we are to live. Paul says in 1 Thessalonians that “it is God’s will that you should be sanctified.”
God’s will is not simply about getting us to the right destination. It is about shaping us into the people he has called us to be.
Belonging to God through Christ leads us to live differently. And this is where we can sometimes get things backwards. We can think that if we do the right things, live the right way and make the right decisions, then somehow we will become acceptable to God.
But the Gospel says something different.
Because of Christ’s love for us, we are called to be people who love our neighbour; people who are honest, generous, caring, merciful and loving. We are called to walk in the footsteps of Jesus—not in order to earn God’s love, but because in Christ we already have it.
And then last week we looked more deeply at our calling.
Paul writes in Ephesians, “We are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
As God’s masterpieces, we are created to do good works. So we can look at the ordinary circumstances of our lives and ask, “How can I faithfully love and serve the people God has placed around me?”
Wherever you live or work, you have a calling and a purpose from God. Your vocation might be being a husband or wife, a parent, a friend, a worker, a neighbour, a member of this congregation, serving in the community, or simply using the gifts God has given you to bless someone else.
For most people, God’s personal will is discovered not by standing still waiting for a sign, but by walking faithfully with Jesus.
That takes some of the pressure off. We don't have to spend our lives trying to discover some secret plan God may have hidden for us. God calls us to love our neighbour in the ordinary circumstances of life.
The baker, the teacher, the farmer, the parent, the tradesperson, the nurse, the pastor—all of these ordinary vocations become ways through which God provides for and cares his creation, including all people. 
And today, with that understanding, I want to explore a slightly different question:
How do I know when God may be calling me in a new direction?
Most of you would know that I have recently had the experience of sensing that God was calling me out of my season as pastor of CrossFlow. And that has been both a dawning of peace and a real sense of sadness.
I actually planned to run this sermon series back in April. I wanted to spend four weeks teaching about how we understand God’s will and calling for our lives. I had no idea that, by the time we reached the fourth week, I would be talking about my own experience of sensing that my season here was coming to an end.
But perhaps that is one of the ways the Holy Spirit works.
The question is, how do I know?
Based on everything we have talked about over the last three weeks, I could faithfully remain here. I could continue to be a husband, father, son, friend, pastor and citizen. There are good things to do here. There are people I love. There is ministry that matters.
But there are times when the Holy Spirit unsettles us, redirects us and opens our eyes to a new possibility.
If I was stubborn with God and said, “I’m not leaving. It’s too difficult. There’s more to do here,” God would still be faithful, gracious and loving towards me.
But I also knew that if I continually resisted what I believed God was doing, that stubbornness would begin to fester inside me.
Towards the end of July, one ordinary afternoon, the thought came to my mind that my season here was finished.
It was a clear thought. Not an audible voice. But a strong sense that this was something I needed to take seriously.
So what do you do when you have a strong sense that God may be leading you somewhere?
You test it.
You don't immediately assume that every thought in your head is a word from God. You bring it into the light of God's Word. You pray. You talk with people who know you and love you enough to tell you the truth. You pay attention to what is happening around you. And then, sometimes, you take a step of faith.
So I spoke with Jenni, and she also felt that this was something God was doing.
I spoke with a couple of wise and trusted people who were neutral enough to challenge me if necessary, and they affirmed that they could see God leading me towards a new season.
Then I sat with it for a while.
I wrestled with it. I prayed about it. I wanted to make sure it wasn't simply something I wanted, or something I was trying to convince myself of.
And probably the hardest part was knowing that eventually I would have to tell the church, because making myself available for a call somewhere else meant acknowledging that this new congregation, which has only just begun, may be entering another season too.
So how do we discern when God may be intentionally leading us in a new direction?
Psalm 130:5 says, “I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope.”
Sometimes we need to wait.
We need to create space to listen and discern. But notice where the Psalmist puts his hope—not in his own ability to figure everything out, but in God’s Word.
God’s Word reminds us of his faithfulness, his unfailing love and his forgiveness.
Sometimes God does the slow burn in us. Sometimes things become clear very quickly. Sometimes we only recognise afterwards how God was preparing us for something that was coming.
Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.”
Notice it says a lamp for my feet. A light for my path.
It doesn't say that God's Word gives us a floodlight that allows us to see the next ten years.
Sometimes God gives us enough light for the next step.
And as we dwell in God's Word, pray, listen and create space in our lives, we can begin to notice things that we might otherwise miss in the busyness and routine of life.
I began to see more clearly why I believed God was calling me into a new season. And it wasn't only about me. It was also about his church.
And I think that is an important part of Christian discernment.
Sometimes we can become so focused on, “God, what do you want me to do?” that we make the whole thing about ourselves.
What job should I take? Where should I live? What church should I serve? What is God's plan for me?
But Christian vocation is never simply about me.
God puts us into places and relationships for the sake of other people.
So when we're considering a new direction, perhaps the question isn't simply, “What do I want?” or even, “What would make me happiest?”
Perhaps we can also ask, “Where can I faithfully love and serve my neighbour?”
“Where can the gifts God has given me be used for the good of others?”
“Where might God be opening a door for his purposes?”
And sometimes the answer will be, stay.
Sometimes the most faithful thing you can do is keep doing what you're already doing.
Stay in the marriage. Keep being the parent. Keep turning up to work. Keep serving the congregation. Keep loving the difficult neighbour. Keep doing the ordinary things God has placed in front of you.
And sometimes the answer will be, go.
A door opens. A new opportunity comes. Circumstances change. Something begins to stir in your heart. Other faithful Christians recognise something you may not yet be able to see clearly. And after prayer, conversation and discernment, you take a step.
But here’s the important thing:
Whether you stay or whether you go, Christ remains faithful.
That is our freedom.
The Christian life isn’t about desperately trying to discover God’s secret plan so we never make the wrong decision. Our hope is not that we will always make perfect choices. Our hope is in a God who remains faithful even when we don’t.
And that brings us back to where we began this series.
God’s ultimate will has already been revealed. Before the foundation of the world, he loved you and chose you in Christ. Jesus has lived for you, died for you and risen for you.
Your salvation isn’t hanging on whether you make the perfect decision tomorrow morning.
Your identity is found in Christ.
So we can still pray, “God, just tell me.”
But perhaps we can also pray:
“God, I don’t know what tomorrow holds, but I know who holds tomorrow. Give me wisdom for today, courage for the next step, patience when I need to wait, and keep me close to Jesus.”
Perhaps God’s will is not as mysterious as we sometimes imagine.
Love God. Love your neighbour. Live faithfully in the vocation he has given you. Use the gifts he has entrusted to you. And when the road changes, walk it with Jesus.
You don’t have to see the whole road. You just need enough light for the next step.
And even when you can’t see clearly, you can trust the One who walks with you.
Because your future is not ultimately in your hands.
It is in the hands of the God who has already given you his Son.

