Trusting the God Who Leads Us
God just tell me – Week 1
There are some questions that are surprisingly difficult to answer.
· What do you want to do with your life?
· Who do you want to marry?
· Where should you live?
· Should you take that job?
· Should you stay where you are, or should you move?
· Should you say yes, or should you say no?
And for Christians, there is often another question sitting underneath all of those questions:
“What does God want me to do?”
We want to know God's will, and sometimes we wish God would just make it obvious.
We think or cry out: “God, just tell me.” 
Give me a sign that I cannot possibly misunderstand.
I think for many one of the stresses/anxiety of making a decision is the wondering if we are going to get it wrong.
· What if I choose the wrong job?
· What if I marry the wrong person?
· What if I move to the wrong place?
· What if I make the wrong decision and somehow miss what God wanted for my life?
And perhaps that is where we need to begin, because sometimes we can make God's will far more complicated than God ever intended it to be. We imagine God's will as a single dot on a map. 
We imagine there is one perfect place I am supposed to be.
· One perfect career.
· One perfect partner
· One perfect decision.
And if I somehow take a wrong turn, I've missed God's plan for my life, and I won’t be happy, blessed or whatever.
But what if God's will is bigger than that?
What if God's will isn't about discovering a secret plan, but about knowing the heart of the God who holds us?
The more we know God's heart, the more we can trust him. And the more we trust him, the more freely we can walk with him.
We are going to explore 4 aspects of God’s will: 
· God is sovereign 
· God has revealed how we are to live 
· God gives us freedom 
· God calls us to walk with him 

1. God is sovereign
The first thing Scripture teaches us is that God is sovereign. That means God's ultimate purposes cannot be defeated. He has one great master plan, and all creation is moving toward it. 
God says through Isaiah: “Only I can tell you the future before it even happens. Everything I plan will come to pass.” And Proverbs says: “Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.”
As humans, we make plans. We think carefully. We pray.
We seek wisdom, and we make decisions.
But underneath it all is the wonderful truth that God is still God.
This means that our lives are not ultimately held together by the perfection of our decisions. They are held together by him.
We have just spent a number of weeks in Genesis and the story of Joseph.
Joseph's brothers hated him. They sold him into slavery. Joseph ended up in Egypt, falsely accused, and thrown into prison. We agree he was treated horribly. “Their sin was not God's will. Their evil was genuinely evil. And yet their evil could not overthrow God's purposes.”
Eventually Joseph was raised to a position of authority, and God used him to save his family from famine.
That is the sovereignty of God.
And that matters when we look at our own lives; you may look back and see decisions you regret.
Things you wish you had done differently. Doors that unfairly closed. Things that happened to you that you never would have chosen.
And we can spend enormous amounts of energy asking, “What if?” You know:
· What if I had made a different decision?
· What if I had taken that opportunity?
· What if I had gone somewhere else?
But the good news is that God's purposes are bigger than our mistakes.
God’s not watching from heaven anxiously watching us, hoping we don't make the wrong move.
He is not undone by our failures.
Ephesians 1:4-5 Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.
God's greatest purpose is accomplished through Jesus Christ.
Jesus came into our broken world. He lived, died and rose again. And through Christ, God has accomplished our salvation.
That is God's sovereign will.
And nothing—not our sin, not our failures, not our circumstances—can undo what Christ has accomplished.
2. God has revealed how we are to live 
Paul says in 1 Thessalonians: “It is God’s will that you should be sanctified.”
God's will is not simply about getting us to the right destination. It is about shaping us into the people he has called us to be.
Belonging to God through Christ leads us to live differently, and this is where we can sometimes get things backwards.
Because of Christ’s love for us, we are called to be people who love their neighbour; who are honest, generous, caring, merciful, loving. 
We are called to walk in the footsteps of Jesus.
So we might be praying, “God, who should I marry?” But God has already revealed what faithfulness and love look like in our relationships.
We cry out, “God, what is your plan for my future?”
And Jesus has already said: Love the Lord with all your heart and soul and might and love your neighbour as yourself. Sometimes we seek God's will for our future while avoiding God's will for our present.
Maybe the prayer for discernment isn't, “God, what do you want me to do?”
But rather: “Father God, help me listen to what you have already said”
3. God gives us freedom
And then there is another truth that can be difficult for us to hold together.
God is sovereign, and yet God gives us genuine freedom.
In Sunday School I clearly remember singing the song: the wise man built his house upon the rock… the foolish man built his house upon the sand… 
We have the ability to make choices. We make wise choices. We make foolish choices.
Sometimes we sin. Sometimes we simply make a decision where there isn't a clearly right or wrong answer.
And God gives us that freedom.
Paul says in 1 Corinthians: “You say, ‘I am allowed to do anything’—but not everything is beneficial.
Many decisions in life don't have a specific answer in Scripture. Like what job to take or where to live, 
Sometimes there isn't a verse that says, “Choose option A.”
And that can actually be freeing.
God invites us to pray, seek his wisdom, and listen to others. We make space to consider our gifts and circumstances… we can freely decide.
We don't have to live paralysed by the fear that we might somehow accidentally step outside God's ability to work, because even when we make mistakes, God remains God. He promises to be faithful. 
That doesn't make sin good, and it doesn't mean our choices don't matter. They do. What it means is our choices are never greater than God's grace. 
4. God calls us to walk with him
And finally, Scripture speaks about God's personal will for our lives.
Paul writes in Ephesians:
“We are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
As God’s masterpieces, we are created to do good works. We can know that God has placed me here, and ask: How can I faithfully love and serve the people he has put around me?”
So wherever you live or work, you have a calling and a purpose from God. 
This means that God's personal will can be discovered in the ordinary things:
· being a husband or wife 
· being a parent 
· being a friend 
· being a worker 
· being a neighbour 
· being a member of the congregation 
· serving the community 
· using your gifts to bless others
For most people, God's personal will is discovered not by standing still waiting for a sign, but by walking faithfully with Jesus.
Psalm 32 says: “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.”
God isn't simply giving us directions from a distance. He is walking with us.
And perhaps that brings us back to where we started, the prayer, the cry at night: “God, just tell me.”
Maybe what we really need is not a detailed map of the next twenty years.
Maybe what we need is the one walking with us. 
Because knowing God's will starts with knowing God's heart.
“We don't discover God's will by looking inward for some hidden answer. We discover the heart of God by looking at Jesus.” We don't have to wonder whether God is for us. We see it at the cross.
We don't have to wonder whether God can redeem our brokenness. We see it in the empty tomb.
We don't have to wonder whether God will abandon us when we get things wrong. We see a Saviour who came looking for sinners.
There will be decisions we don't understand. There will be moments when we wish God would make things clearer. There will be things in our past that we regret. And there will be seasons when we cannot see where God is leading.
But we can know this:
God is good. God is faithful. God is in control
So when you don't know what tomorrow holds, you can trust the God who holds tomorrow.
When you regret yesterday, you can trust the grace of the God who meets you there.
And when you don't know which way to go, you can keep walking with Jesus.
And the promise of God is: “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.”
Amen.
